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It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
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It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the Jnterview of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview 
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the 
substance of the interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: 

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, "Interview Record OK" on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) 



Application No. 10/774,595 



Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Discussed proposed amendment to claims 1 and 22 (see 
attachment). Discussed the relationship between the fixed guide member and the second movable guide member so 
that it is the fixed guide member and the first movable guide member which sandwiches the sheets with a size equal to 
or larger than a predetermined size. The examiner stated the relationship of the relative position of the second 
movable guide member with the fixed guide member so that only the fixed guide member and the first movable guide 
member sandwich the sheets when the sheets are a size equal to or larger than a predetermined size. Applicant's 
representative indicate such language would be incorporated into claims 1 and 22 and the examiner indicated that 
such language would define over the prior art of record. Applicant's representative also indicated that remarks would 
be filed to indicate how claim 29 defines the relationship between the second movable guide member and the fixed 
guide member. 
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PATENT APP LICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of 

. . ^ A Group Art Unit: 3653 

Telsuo ASADA 

.. • vy innM cm Examiner: D.Bollinger 

Application No.: 1.0/774,595 

r- , ru in ?nrw Docket No.: 118200 

Filed: frebruary 10, 2004 

For: SHEET GUIDING SYSTEM AND IMAGE FORMING DEVICE WITH SHEET 
GUIDING SYSTEM 

AMFNIMENT UN ™M* 37 C.F.R. §LU 1 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sh- 
in reply to the December 1 5, 2004 Office Action, please consider the following: 

Amendments to the Claims as reflected in the listing of claims; and 
Remarks. 
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Ajnendments to the Claims: 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 

the application: 

l . (Currently Amended) A sheet guiding system that guides sheets to be fed in a first 

direction, comprising: 

a sheet tray on which sheets arc stacked; 

a fixed guide member that is provided on the sheet tray and that is immovable 
in a second direction perpendicular to the first direction; and 

a first movable guide member and a second movable guide member that are 
provided on the sheet 'tray and that are movable in the second direction perpendicular to the 
first direction, wherein the fixed guide member and the first movable guide member^ndnot 

s econd movable guide member , are used to sandwich and guide the sheets that have a first 
dimension in the second direction equal to or larger than a predetermined dimension, and the 
first movable guide member and the second movable guide member are used to sandwich and 
guide the sheets that have a second dimension in the second direction smaller than the 

predetermined dimension. 

2. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1 , wherein the 
predetermined dimension is a width of an A4 size sheet. 

3. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 2, wherein a maximum 
dimension of the sheets guidable in the second direction by the guiding system is larger than 

the width of the A4 size sheet. 

4. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1, wherein when the sheets 
having the first dimension in the second direction are guided, the second movable guide 
member is away from the sheets. 
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5. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1, wherein the fixed guide 
member has a different length in the first direction than the first movable guide member. 

6. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim I, wherein the first 
movable guide member has a different length in the first direction than the second movable 
guide member. 

7. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 6, wherem the first 
movable guide member is longer in the first direction than the second movable guide 
member. 

8. (Onginal) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1 , wherein the fixed guide 
member includes a first fixed guide member and a second fixed guide member and the second 
movable guide member is movable into a gap between the first fixed guide member and the 

second fixed guide member. 

9. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 8, wherein the first 
movable guide member extends in the first direction and faces both the first fixed guide 
member and the second fixed guide member in the second direction. 

1 0. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1 , wherein the first 
movable guide member and the second movable guide member arc movable equid.stantly in 
opposite directions along the second direction. 

1 1 . (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1 0, wherein the first 
movable guide member and the second movable guide member are movable in association 
with each other in opposite directions with respect to a center line, extending in the first 

direction, oCthe sheet tray. 

12. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim I, wherem when the 
fixed guide member and the first movable guide member are used, the fixed guide member is 
closer than the second movable guide member to the first movable guide member, and a 

-3- 
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center position of the sheets it, the second direction between the fixed guide member and the 
first movable guide member gets eloser to the fixed guide member as a distance in the second 
direction between the fixed guide member and the first movable guide member decreases. 

13. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to clam, 1 , wherein when the first 
movable guide member and the second movable guide member are used, the second movable 
guide member is eloser than the fixed guide member to the first movable guide member, and 
a center position of the sheets in the second direction between the first movable guide 
member and the second movable guide member remains the same as a distance in the second 
direction between the first movable guide member and the second movable guide member 
varies. 

14. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 10, wherein the first 
movable guide member and the second movable guide member are movable until a distance 
in the second direction between the first movable guide member and the second movable 
guide member becomes equal to a minimum dimension of the sheets guidable by the sheet 
guiding system. 

15. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1 , wherein at least a part 
of the fixed guide member is provided downstream of the first movable guide member with 

respect to the first direction. 

16. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1 , wherein the sheets are 
stacked on the sheet tray with their front edges substantially aligned, regardless of a 
dimension in the first direction of the sheets, and the fixed guide member extends 
substantially to the front edges of the sheets. 

1 7. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a rear guide member that is provided on the sheet tray and that is movable in 

the first direction to align rear edges of the sheets. 

-4- 
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18. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1 , wherein the first 

movable guide member is provided on one side in the second direction of the sheet tray, and 

the second movable guide member and the fixed guide member are provided on the other side 

in the second direction of the sheet tray. 

19. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1, wherein the fixed 
guide member includes a first fixed guide member and a second fixed guide member and the 
sheets are guided at three positions defined by the first fixed guide member, the second fixed 
guide member and the first movable guide member. 

20. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1, wherein the fixed 
ou.de member includes a first fixed guide member and a second fixed guide member located 
downstream From the first fixed guide member in the first direction with the second fixed 
guide member having a shorter length in the first direction than the first fixed guide member. 

21 . (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 1 , wherein the fixed 
guide member includes a first fixed guide member and a second fixed guide member located 
downstream from the first fixed guide member in the first direction such that the sheets 
remain in contact with the second fixed guide member for a predetermined distance after the 
sheets are initially fed in the first direction. 

22. (Currently Amended) An image forming device, comprising: 
a printheiid that prints an image on sheets; and 

a sheet guiding system that guides the sheets to be fed in a first direction for 
printing by the printhead, the sheet guiding system including: 

a sheet tray on which the sheets are stacked; 

a fixed guide member that is provided on the sheet tray and that is 
immovable in a second direction perpendicular to the first direction; and 
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a first movable guide member and a second movable guide member 
that are provided on the sheet tray and that are movable in the second Section popular 
to the first direction, wherein the fixed guide member and the first movable guide member, 
^^.^^hle.uideinmto « — » s-dwich and guide the sheets that 
have a first dimension in the second direction equal to or larger than a predetermined 
dimension, and the first movable guide member and the second movable guide member are 
uS ed to sandwich and guide the sheets that have a second dimension in the second direction 
smaller than the predetermined dimension. 

23. (Original) The image forming device according to claim 22, wherein the 
predetermined dimension is a width of an A4 size sheet. 

24. (Original) The image forming device according to claim 22, wherein the fixed 
guide member is provided on one side in the second direction of the sheet tray, and the 
printhead prints using the one side as a reference for printing. 

25. (Original) The image forming device according to claim 22, wherein the 
printhead pnnts serially in the second direction, perpendicularly to the first direction in which 
the sheets are led. 

26. (Original) The image forming device according to claim 25, further comprising a 
carriage that carries and reciprocates the printhead in the second direction perpendicular to 
the first direction. 

27. (Original) The image forming device according to claim 22, further comprising a 
sheet feed roller that is provided on a downstream side of the sheet tray with respect to the 
first direction to fiictionaDy contact a center front of a topmost sheet of the sheets on the sheet 
tray. 
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28. (Original) The image forming device accords to Cairn 22, wherein the 
pnndread is disposed a. one of upper and lower positions win. respect ,o the sheet guiding 
system so as to face the sheets to be fed. 

29. (Original) A sheet guiding system that guides sheets to be fed in a first direction, 

comprising: 

a sheet tray on which sheets are stacked; 

a fixed guide member that is provided on the sheet tray and that is immovable 
in a second direction perpendicular to the first direction; and 

a first movable guide member and a second movable guide member that are 
proved on the sheet tray and that are movable in the second direction perpendicular to the 

first direction, wherein: 

the first movable guide member is provided on one s.de in the second 

direction of the sheet tray, and the second movable guide member and the fixed guide 
member arc provided on the other side in the second direction of the sheet tray, 

when the first movable guide member and the second movable guide 
.ember are away from each other in the second direction by a distance equal to or larger than 
a predetermined distance, the fixed guide member lS closer than the second movable gu.de 

member to the first movable guide member, and 

when the first movable guide member and the second movable guide 
member are away from each other in the second direction by a distance smaller than the 
predetermined Stance, the second movable guide member is closer than the fixed guide 
member to the first movable guide member. 

30. (Original) The sheet gutding system according to Cain, 29, wherein the sheets 
having a fust dimension in the second direction e,ual to or larger than the predetemtnted 
stance are sandwiched and guided by the Hxed guide member and the firs, movable guide, 
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and when the sheets having a second dimension in the second direction smaller than the 
predetermined distance are sandwiched and guided by the first movable guide member and 
the second movable guide member. 

31 . (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 30, where in the 
predetermined distance between the first movable guide member and the second movable 
guide member is a width of an A4 size sheet. 

32. (Original) A sheet guiding system that guides sheets to be fed in a first direction, 

comprising: 

a sheet tray on which sheets are stacked; 

a fixed guide member that is provided on the sheet tray and that is immovable 
in a second direction perpendicular to a first direction; and 

a first movable guide member and a second movable guide member that arc 
provided on the sheet tray and that are movable in the second direction perpendicular to the 
first direction, wherein the fixed guide member has a different length in the first direction 
than the first movable guide member, and the first movable guide member has a different 
length in the first direction than the second movable guide member. 

33. (Original) The sheet guiding system according to claim 32, wherein the fixed 
guide member is longer in the first direction than the first movable guide member and the first 
movable guide member is longer in the first direction than the second movable guide 
member. 
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